
 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ajit V. Pai 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
455 12th Street Southwest 
Washington, DC, 20544 
 
Dear Chairman Pai: 
 
I write today with concerns about the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) action to 
proceed with “Implementation of Section 621(a)(1) of the Cable Communications Policy Act of 
1984 as Amended by the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992” 
(MB Docket No. 05-311). This decision has the potential to alter the terms of governing 
agreements between Local Franchising Authorities (LFA) and cable operators at the discretion of 
the cable operators. These proceedings risk significantly reducing funding for critical, locally-
determined activities, including efforts to wire schools and public buildings for broadband and 
serving local communities with Public, Educational, and Governmental (PEG) stations. 
Broadband wiring efforts are critical for rural communities. PEG stations connect Americans 
with each other and their local governments by bringing local content, news, municipal 
government meetings and proceedings, and emergency alerts directly to my constituents. I urge 
the FCC to consider my concerns and make certain that your final rule will not threaten the 
sustainability of PEG channels and wiring efforts.  
 
As part of cable franchise agreements, the Cable Communications Act of 1984 permits local 
governments, as local franchising authorities (LFAs), to collect franchise fees from cable 
operators to meet community needs and to require cable operators to set aside channel capacity 
and provide adequate facilities, equipment, or support for PEG stations. However, the FCC’s 
proposed regulations would result in a significant reduction in financial support for local 
programs by allowing cable operators to assign a value to in-kind contributions and deduct this 
value from the franchise fees that fund these important local services. Cities and towns may be 
forced to decide between funding PEG channels, broadband wiring in public buildings, and other 
important services. In short, the proposed rule would force local governments to choose which 
services to the public good must be eliminated. 
 



I am concerned about local government’s ability to fund these critical efforts if the proposed rule 
is adopted. As the FCC proceeds, I urge you to examine the impact the proposed changes will 
have on PEG stations, broadband wiring efforts, and other local services.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
SETH MOULTON 
Member of Congress 


